INTRODUCTION
In recent years the subject of clinical audit has arisen in several fields. Involvement of pathologists has been advocated in some of these exercises. However pathologists themselves also require similar appraisal of their own laboratory performances. National External Quality Assessment schemes (Whitehead and Woodford, 1981) are in fact already operating in clinical pathology disciplines, and in the technical aspects of histopathology (Barr and Williams, 1982) . Such nationally based assessments have not been considered feasible in diagnostic histopathology, although a local scheme has been described in the South Western Region involving pathologists from Exeter, Torbay, Plymouth and Truro (Sherwood and Hunt, 1984) (King, 1967; Underwood, 1981; Davies, 1984) (Sherwood and Hunt, 1984) . Other uses of preselected slides are the educational testing of individual's diagnoses against those of 'experts' (Penner, 1973) or in diagnostic consistency studies (Ringsted et al., 1978; Riddell et al., 1983; MRC Breast Pathology Panel, 1985 (Dankwa and Davies, 1985) ; it should however be made clear that the difficulties experienced with this organ are not just local nor are they restricted to frozen-section diagnosis (Kagali, 1983; MRC Breast Pathology Panel, 1985 
